
421 West Main S t r e e t  
P o s t  O f f i ce  Bo:: 634 
Franltfoi?, ICY 40602-0634 

[502] 223-4124 Fax 
www stiies corn 

[502] 223-3477 

September 30,2010 

Mark R. Overstreet 
(502) 209-1219 

HAND DELIVERED 

Jeff R. Derouen 
Executive Director 
Public Service Commission 
2 1 1 Sower Boulevard 
P.O. Box 61 5 
Frankfort, KY 40602-061 5 

(502) 223-4387 FAX 
moverstreet@stites.com 

PUBLIC SERVICE 
COMMlSSlON 

RE: P.S.C. Case No. 2009-00459 

Dear Mr. Derouen: 

Enclosed please find and accept for filing the original and ten copies of Kentucky Power 
Company's 201 1 Distribution Vegetation Management Plan. The Plan is being filed in 
compliance with paragraph S(c)(i) of the May 19,2010 Unanimous Settlement Agreement in the 
above case. 

Copies of the plan are being served 
is being served on the limited intervenor. 

MRO 

cc: Parties Of Record And Limited Intervenor As Shown On The Attached Service List 

Ale::andria, VA Atlanta, GA Frankfort, KY Franklin, TN Jeffersonville, I N  Lexington, KY Louisville, ilY Nashville, TN 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that a copy of the Kentucky Power Company’s 201 1 Distribution 
Vegetation Management Plan was served upon the following by first class mail, postage prepaid 
on the 30fh day of September, 2010: 

Joe F. Childers 
Getty & Childers 
1900 Lexington Financial Center 
250 West Main Street 
Lexington, KY 40507 

Richard Hopgood 
Wyatt, Tarrant & Combs, LLP 
250 West Main Street 
Suite 1600 
Lexington, KY 40507-1746 

Matthew R. Malone 
Hurt, Crosbie & May PLLC 
The Equus Building 
127 West Main Street 
Lexington, KY 40507 

Holly Rachel Smith 
Hitt Business Center 
3 803 Rectortown Road 
Marshall, VA 201 15 

Dennis G. Howard, I1 
Lawrence W. Cook David Boehm 
Paul D. Adams 
Office of the Attorney General 
1024 Capital Center Drive, Suite 200 
Frankfort, KY 40601 -8204 

Michael L. Kurtz 

Boehm, Kurtz & Lowry 
36 East Seventh Street 
Suite 15 10 
Cincinnati, OH 45202 

Sam R. Collins 
470 Main Street, 2nd Floor, Suite 1 
Post Office Drawer 1179 
Hazard, KY 4 1702 

A courtesy copy also is being delivered by first class mail, postage prepaid upon counsel 
for the limited intervenor on the date set forth above: 

Stephen A. Sanders 
3 17 Main Street 
Whitesburg, KY 41858 

Counsel for Limited Intervenor 
I 

Mark R. Overstreet 
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Hazard 333 1,022 854 1,862 $2,230,528 $6,0112,155 
Pilteville 360 833 630 619 $2,495,953 $9,239,098 

__ Ashland 179 448 320 325 $1,773,519 $3,950,949 
Totals 872 2,295 1,804 2,006 $6,500,000 ~19,~08,O08 

On March 3 I ,  20 IO, Kentucky Power Coiiipaiiy filed its 20 I0 Distributioii 
Vegetation Management Plan with tlie Public Service Commission. In the origiiial 20 I0 
Distribution Vegetatioii Maiiageiiieiit Plan, tlie Coiiipaiiy projected undertaltiiig 
distributioii vegetation iiiaiiagemeiit work to inaintaiii 872 miles of distribution lilies at an 
estiinated O&M cost of $6.SM. In tlie 201 1 Plan which is atjaclied as Ex 
Plan, tlie Coinpaiiy projects to iiiaiiitaiii 2,295 i d e s  of distribution lilies at an estimated 
$ 17.2 million. 

Table 1 below compares the work to he performed aiid operation and iiiaiiiteiiaiice 
expeiiditures to be made under the 20 1 1 Distribution Vegetation Maiiageiiieiit Plan aiid 
the 20 10 plaii as origiiially filed. 

Table 31 

TJiider tlie Uiiaiiiinous Settleiiieiit Agreemelit, Keiitucky Power agreed to maintain 
the test-year level of Distribution Vegetation Maiiageiiieiit O&M expeiidihires. Iii 
addition, under tlie TJnaiiimous Settlement Agreement, I<e1itucky Power is to receive aiid 
is required to spend an additional $10 iiiillioii annually for Distribution Vegetation 
Maiiageiiieiit. As sliowii above, Kentucky Power's aimual Distribution Vegetatioii 
Maiiageiiieiit expeiiditures are expected to be $ 17.2 million I<eiitucky Power is 011 

scliedule to complete the work described in its May 20, 2010 revised Distribution 
Vegetation Maiiageineiit Plaii. 

' On May 20, 2010, in accordance with paragraph 5(c) of the Unaniinous Settlement Agreeinent, I<entucky 
Power filed a revised Distribution Vegetation Manageinent Plan for the six months elided Deceiiiber 3 1 , 
2010" 
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A circuit-by-circuit description of tlie proposed Distributioii Vegetatioii 
inaiiageiimit work plaii for 20 1 1 , aloiig with the associated Q&M expenditures, is 
provided as EXHIBIT 2 to this Plan. EXNIBIT 3 to the Plan sets out by District the 
projected spraying expenditures during 201 1. Finally, EXHIBIT 4 to tlie Plan provides oii 
a district-by-district basis the project total Q&M expenditures during 20 1 1. 

As set out in iiiore detail 011 ExnirnsrTs 2-4 of this Plan, I<eiitucky Power projects 
that during 20 1 1 : 

0 Approximately 2,295 miles o f  distribution liiie will be maiiitaiiied by 
maii~ial triinniing, mechanical trimming, and herbicide treatment. 

0 Herbicide will be applied to 1,204 miles covering approxiiiiately 2,006 
acres with an O&M budget of over $1.15 riiillioii. 

0 An estimated $17.2 inillioii will be speiit 011 OBLM for Distribution 
Vegetatioii Maiiagemeiit, with 9; 15.6 inillioii expected to be speiit on 
plaiuzed iiiaiiitenaiice, aiid 9; 1 .6 million to be spent on 
uiisclieduled/reactive iiiaiiitenaiice, as required. 

0 Keiitticky Power will add 16 Asplundli crews (approximately 48 FTE’s.) 
ICeiitucky Power also anticipates bidding out work on approximately 50 
miles of circuit. 

o In additioii to expenses for current forestry staff, re-clearing, grouiid and 
aerial sprayiiig of herbicides, additioiial activities of the plaii include: 

0 reactive iiiaiiiteiiaiice 
0 contract foresters 
0 stump griiidiiig programs 
0 tree replaceineiit prograiiis 
o an iiiceiitive program for Asplundli field persolme1 

Kentucky Power estimates it will take 7 years to perform a coiiiplete iiiaiiiteiiaiice 
cycle of its distribution system aiid establish a 4-year cycle for its program. A complete 
iiiveiitory of all trees aloiig distributioii Rights-of-way will not be made at this time. 
However, tlie Coinpaiiy will develop aiid iiiaiiitaiii an iiiveiitory of “cycle-buster” trees as 
tlie program is moved to a 4-year cycle. (A cycle buster tree is one tliat lias to be 
revisited before tlie circuit is due for its next cycle trim.) 
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Vegetation iiianagemeiit probleiiis were identified as the primary cause o€ 
reliability probleiiis for seven of the ten  2009 worst performing circuits. Tlierefore, the 
20 10 distribution vegetation inanageinelit work addressed these reliability issues. 

Kentucky Power will use reasonable and prudent efforts to adliere to and carry out 
this Work Plan. Uiiforeseeii circumstances may cause mine deviations from tlie plan. 
These include niajor storins or the newly discovered need to do vegetation nianageiiieiit 
on a distribution circuit iiot in the plan, but which is experieiiciiig reliability problems. 
The Company will inforin tlie Coimiiissioii of any sucli iiiaterial deviation from its Plan. 





The 201 1 Vegetation Management Plan will focus 011 Full-Circuit Reclearing. Reclearing work will be 
prioritized and schedulecl based 011 past tree-related reliability perforinauce, field inspection ofthe riglit-of- 
way conditions, and the number of customers impacted. Some reclearing will be performed on selected 
Feeder Breaker Zones and Recloser/Sectionalizer Zones that inipact large numbers of customers. 
Mitigating tree-caused outages in these areas will provide the optimuin impact on reducing SAIFI. Some 
line seginents that have experienced repeated tree-caused outages in 20 I O  will also be iiicluclecl in the 201 I 
Plan. Approximately $139 1,570 will be earmarlced to address reactive reliability issues that develop 
throughout the year. This Uiisclieclulecl/Reactive fLiiidiiig represents about eight percent of the total 
Vegetation Manageinelit Budget. 

Judicious use of herbicides is an important component of Kentucky Power's Vegetation Management Plan. 
LJLV (Ultra Low Volume), high-volume foliar, basal, cut-surface, and aerial application techniques will be 
utilized depeiiding on the brush conditions. The goal is to treat 2,006 acres of brush in 20 1 1. 

Thc 201 I I<entucky Power Distribution Maiiageiiieiil Plan projection for the three districts in  its service 
territory is: 

$6,475,797 

$3,626,166, $3,950,74.7 

$'i7,200,000 
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